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The Linguistic Disposition of the Arabs and the
Phenomenon of Ellipsis: A Critical Study

*Gulshan Nisar
**Dr. Zill e Huma

Abstract

The linguistic phenomenon of ellipsis (Al-Hadhf) stands as a cornerstone of
classical Arabic rhetoric and syntax, reflecting the unique cognitive and
cultural disposition of the ancient Arabs who favored conciseness (Al-Ijaz)
over redundant elaboration. This research paper examines the structural
parameters, contextual prerequisites, and semantic implications of ellipsis
in both Pre-Islamic (Jahili) poetry and the text of the Holy Qur'an.
Utilizing a descriptive, analytical, and rhetorical methodology, the study
investigates how the deliberate omission of lexical elements—ranging from
individual particles and nouns to complete syntactical structures—serves to
elevate the eloquence (Al-Balaghaf), cognitive engagement, and emotional
resonance of the discourse. The findings reveal that ellipsis is not merely a
tool for grammatical reduction (Al-Takhfif), but a deliberate aesthetic
mechanism employed to invite critical contemplation (Al-Tadabbur), evoke
reverence or contempt, and optimize semantic expansiveness. Ultimately, the
paper demonstrates that the rhetorical brilliance of the Qur'anic narrative
seamlessly inherited and perfected this native Arab linguistic trait,
establishing an unparalleled standard of linguistic miracle (I'jaz al-
Qur'an).

Keywords: Rhetorical Ellipsis, Arabic Disposition, Pre-Islamic Poetry,

Qur'anic Eloquence, Semantic Expansion.
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Mausu'at Kashshaf Istilahat al-Funun wal-Uloom, Muhammad bin Ali ibn al-Qazi
Muhammad Hamid bin Muhammad Sabir al-Faruqi al-Hanafi al-Tahanawi (d.
ba'd 1158H), Maktabat Lubnan Nashirun, Beirut, Al-Tab'ah al-Ula, 1996, Vol.
2, p. 1486.
Surah Al-Fatihah, Ayat 6.
Surah Al-Bagarah, Ayat 255 (Ayat al-Kursi).
Bughyat al-Idah li Talkhis al-Miftah fi Uloom al-Balaghah, Abdul Muta'al al-Sa'idi
(d. 1391H), Maktabat al-Adab, Al-Tab'ah al-Sabi'ah 'Asharah, 1426H/2005, p.
77.
Surah Yusuf, Ayat 82 (12:82).
Ibn Hisham, Mughni al-Labib 'an Kutub al-A'arib, Dar al-Uloom al-Islamiyyah,
1421H, pp. 60-70.
Al-Balaghah al-Wadihah, Ali al-Jarim wa Mustafa Amin, Dar Bulaq, Al-Tab'ah
1420H, Vol. 1, p. 134.
Bughyat al-Idah i Talkhis al-Miftah fi Uloom al-Balaghah, Abdul Muta'al al-Sa'idi,
p. 76.
Al-Idah fi Uloom al-Balaghah, Muhammad bin Abd al-Rahman bin Umar, Abu
al-Ma'ali, Jalal al-Din al-Qazwini al-Shafi'i, al-Ma'ruf bi Khatib Dimashq (d.
739H), Tahqiq: Muhammad Abd al-Mun'im Khafaji, Dar al-Jil, Beirut, Al-Tab'ah
al-Thalithah, Vol. 1, p. 37.
Al-Abyat Mashruhah fi Al-Rawd al-Unf, Dar al-Nashr Bulaq, 1420H, Vol. 2, p.
6.
Al-Rawd al-Unf, p. 62.
Surah Yusuf, Ayat 18.
Surah Qaf, Ayat 19.
Surah Al-Dahr (Al-Insan), Ayat 20.
Surah Al-Shu'ara, Ayat 34.
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Surah Al-Baqarah, Ayat 18.

Al-Kashshaf 'an Haqa'iq al-Tanzil, Abu al-Qasim Mahmud bin Amr bin Ahmad
al-Zamakhshari Jar Allah (d. 538H), Dar al-Kitab al-'Arabi, Beirut, Vol. 1, p.
234,

Mausu'at Kashshaf Istilahat al-Funun wal-Uloom, Muhammad bin Ali ibn al-Qazi
Muhammad Hamid bin Muhammad Sabir al-Faruqi al-Hanafi al-Tahanawi,
Maktabat Lubnan Nashirun, Beirut, Al-Tab'ah al-Ula, 1996, Vol. 2, p. 1467.
Unzur: Sharh al-Mu'allagat al-Sab', wa Sharhuha li Ibn al-Anbari.

Ibn Qutaybah, "Uyun al-Akhbar, Dar al-Kutub al-'Ilmiyyah, Beirut, 1418H, p.
234,

Ibn Qutaybah, 'Uyun al-Akhbar, pp. 234-243.
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