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Role of Buddhist Monks in Rohingya Genocide (An
Analytical Study)
*Dr. Farhat Naseem Alvi
Abstract

This research paper explores the role of Buddhist monks and the Tatmadaw in
the genocide of the Rohingya in Myanmar. Rohingya children, youth, the
elderly, and women have been facing horrific and unreasonable inhumane
conditions at the hands of the Buddhist majority and the Tatmadaw for decades.
Organized measures are being carried out against the Rohingya, such as
massacres, physical and psychological torture, and religious and cultural
exploitation, to eradicate the ethnic and cultural identity of the Rohingya
Muslims. In fact, the Rohingya are victims of the crime of genocide. Genocide
was declared an international crime in the United Nations Convention on
Genocide in 1948. The Rohingya genocide is taking place in Rakhine State
(formerly Arakan) in Myanmar.

Unfortunately, the international commum’ty is not making any serious practical
attempts to prevent violations of international law regarding genocide.
Therefore, the situation of the Rohingya is worsening day by day in Myanmar.
One hundred and thirty-five national ethnic groups were identified in the 1982
Citizenship Law in Myanmar, but the name Rohingya was deliberately omitted
from this list. Gautama Buddha, the founder of Buddhism, presented the
philosophy of peace, harmony, and non-violence. However, it is surprising that
some extremist Buddhist monks in Myanmar openly violate the moral values of
their religion under the government's and Tatmadaw's umbrella. The Rohingya
areforced to migrate to other countries. Infact, some Buddhist monks have been

openly violating international genocide laws and Buddhist religious teachings

for decades.

Keywords: Rohingya, Myanmar, Genocide, Tatmadaw, Theravada, Monks,

International Crime, Citizenship Law, Racial Discrimination.
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“The use of deliberate systematic measures (as killing, bodily or mental injury,
unlivable conditions, prevention of births) calculated to bring about the

extermination of a racial, political, or cultural group or to destroy the language,
religion or culture of a group.” (Webster,1971, p.947)
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“Myanmar does not recognize the roughly 1.1 million Rohingyas as citizens,

leaving them effectively stateless.”( Reuters, 2017)
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“The Citizenship Law was passed which indentified 135 national ethnic groups;
however, the Rohingya were not included, thereafter, rendering them stateless

and without any from of identification.”(Hunt, 2017)
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“The International Criminal Court (ICC) based in The Hague, Netherlands is
the appropriate court with jurisdiction to prosecute the crimes which are now
being perpetrated in Myanmar. It is the role and the time for the UN Security

Council to step up to their responsibility and refer this matter to the ICC with
all haste.” (Reuters, 2017)
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“Prevailing climate of uncertainty, intimidation and fear of arrest, particularly if
reporting dealt with issues too close to the interests of the military or other
powerful elites. The Special Rapporteur underlines that this uncertainty is linked
to the absence of the rule of law in Myanmar, in particular in the sense that the
law is not accessible, intelligible, clear or predictable; the laws of the land do not
apply equally to all; and the laws do not afford adequate protection to

fundamental human rights, including freedom of opinion and expression.”(UNO

Report,2014)
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"“The law prohibits speech or acts insulting or defaming any religion or religious
beliefs. As during previous years, it was sometimes difficult to categorize
incidents as based solely on religious identity due to the close linkage between
religion and ethnicity. Violence, discrimination, and harassment in Rakhine State
targeting ethnic Rohingya, nearly all Muslims, and other minority populations
continued. Following the military’s commission of ethnic cleansing and other
mass atrocities against Rohingya in August 2017 that displaced more than
700,000 refugees to Bangladesh, Rohingya remaining in Burma continued to face
an environment of severe repression and restrictions on freedom of movement
and access to education, healthcare, and livelihoods based on their ethnicity,
religion, and citizenship status, according to the United Nations and non-
governmental organizations.”(Report on International Religious Freedom,2020)
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“Those rights to which all human beings are entitled because of their humanity
and not because of their social status or individual merit.” (Abdul,2005,P.1)
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1y el
O God have mercy on your slaves

O God Have mercy on your slaves Burma's Muslims
When we abide by God,the military chase us and arrest

How will we stay in this land? As Muslims of Arokaon!

O God show mercy to your slaves Arkan's Muslims
When they see boarded men, they search the boat,we live on our own yet we get

punished
We have family at home and kids , dying in hunger, how can we live in this land?

O God show mercy to your slaves Arkon's Muslims

O the Burmese, the countrymen don't be saddened,one day Burma will prosper,
for the Ronhingya , democracy is better for the poor, Aung sun suukyi is better

It is costly to travel from Moungdaw to Buthidaw to bring a bag of rice home,

they ask for free labour,we are attacked from every corner

For the Ronhingya, democracy is better for the poor, Aung san Suukyi is
better(Deshor,2017)

giileld 35y LS a5 gy el 2B G202 4,8 0k e Sy 3y
(Alvi,2021,p.238)
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"“On March 21, 2022, following a rigorous factual and legal analysis, the
Secretary determined that members of the Burmese military committed
genocide and crimes against humanity against Rohingya. Since the Holocaust, the
United States has concluded only seven other times that genocide was
committed”.(Antonony,2022)
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(Rasheed,2000,p.330)

oF dedlary delusUt dadall aas, a L st (UG L ST .@fﬁaj S0 dugh
e ) Sagana G bl Sasior o O Jlall 0 J Lo i nndd 3 gl
JU{CWgmglyag,bsj;awuuoﬁmyoﬁwuwwwﬁqm
B ldt O ol b 13500 e Ul lle 3 iUl a0 G Je 31 SR8,
Aol Aol oyl iy Lt o ms A B ges B ds DT oo pl My pUS 250
g anSG . Jloiten B el b gt Slos U 86 ezt dbe 1 el a5 alls e
Lla éij.f U Ve oL S IV S5 RUpUIIOU P JUR R PR WLV TP
T TR P4 P & (Hannah Beech)

“The communal bloodshed then spread to central Burma, where Wirathu lives
and preaches his virulent sermons. The radical monk sees Muslims, who make

up at least 5% of Burma's estimated 60 million people, as a threat to the country

and its culture.” (Beech, 2013, 182:1)
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“Ashin Wirathu’s movement calls itself 969, three digits that monks say
symbolize the virtues of the Buddha, Buddhist practices and the Buddhist
community”.( New York Times, 21 June,2013)
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“U Wirathu, the spiritual leader of the 969 Buddhist Nationalist movement, and
his entourage leave after giving a sehrmon, at a monastery in Mandalay, Myanmar
(Burma) on May 22, 2013. U Wirathu is an abbot in the New Maesoeyin
Monastery where he leads about 60 monks and has influence over more than
2,500 residing there. He travels the country giving sermons to religious and

laypeople encouraging Buddhists to shun Muslim business and communities”.
(Times,2013,182:1)
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“The radical monk from Mandalay was virtually unheard of. Born in 1968, he left
school at the age of 14 and entered the monkhood. He became well known only
after he was involved with the nationalist and anti-Muslim 969 group in 2001 -

an organization described as extremist, though that is a term the group's
supporter’s reject. In 2003 he was sentenced to 25 years in prison but was

released in 2010 along with other political prisoners.” (BBC,27 March,2021)
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“It is an ultra-nationalist Buddhist organisation, and for years it has been spreading
anti-Muslim sentiment across the country from this unassuming base. Self-
anointed protectors of Myanmar’s dominant Buddhist religion, Ma Ba Tha

members have sown insidious new tensions in Mandalay, a diverse city home to
sizeable Muslim, Christian and Hindu populations”.(Gaurdian,8 May,2017)
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“The regime did not always cooperate with UNHCR or other humanitarian

organizations in providing protection and assistance to refugees, returning refugees,
asylum seekers, or other persons of concern.”(Human rights Report, 2021)
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