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A Critical Study on the Error of Shu'bah in the Hadith of 'Ameen': A Hadith

Critique
*Dr. Noor Ur Rehman Hazarvi.
**Dr. Muhammad Imran
***Dr, Habib Ullah Hasan Zai

Abstract:

In congregational prayers, there has been a longstanding debate among Islamic scholars since
the golden age of Islam regarding whether "Ameen" should be recited aloud (Jahren) or silently
(sorry) after reciting Surah Al-Fatiha. Each group presents strong arguments from the Qur'an
and Sunnah to support their position, making it challenging to prefer one opinion over the
other. Some hadiths are cited by both sides to substantiate their views, yet their authenticity is
questioned based on the principles of hadith criticism. This discussion revolves around such a
hadith narrated by Wa'il bin Hujr. There is a disagreement between Imam Shu'bah and Imam
Sufyan al-Thawri concerning the chain of narration (isnad) and the text (matn) of this hadith.
Imam Shu'bah reports that the Prophet Muhammad 2 5qid "Ameen" silently after reciting
Surah Al-Fatiha, while Imam al-Thawri claims that the Prophet #4id "Ameen" aloud. After
examining the evidence and scholarly opinions, researchers have concluded that Imam
Shu'bah's narration is weaker, as he made errors in both the chain of narration and the text of
the hadith. In congregational prayers, there has been a longstanding debate among Islamic
scholars since the golden age of Islam regarding whether "Ameen" should be recited aloud
(Jahren) or silently (sorry) after reciting Surah Al-Fatiha. Each group presents strong
arguments from the Qur'an and Sunnah to support their position, making it challenging to
prefer one opinion over the other. Some hadiths are cited by both sides to substantiate their
views, yet their authenticity is questioned based on the principles of hadith criticism. This
discussion revolves around such a hadith narrated by Wa'il bin Hujr. There is a disagreement
between Imam Shu'bah and Imam Sufyan al-Thawri concerning the chain of narration (isnad)
and the text (matn) of this hadith. Imam Shu'bah reports that the Prophet Muhammad #Faid
"Ameen" silently after reciting Surah Al-Fatiha, while Imam al-Thawri claims that the
Propbet 2 said "Ameen" aloud. Aﬁer examining the evidence and scho]ar])/ opinions,
researchers have concluded that Imam Shu'bah's narration is weaker, as he made errors in both
the chain of narration and the text of the hadith.
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(4) See: 'Abd ul-Ghani al-Maqdisi, al-Kamal fi Asma ir-Rijal.(177/2)
(B82/1y "kl a2

(5) Ibn e Hajar, al-Talkhseer ul-Habeer.(582/1)
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(6) See: Ibn Mu'in, al-Tareekh (narrated by al-Duri) (3/364), al-Bukhari, al-Tareekh ul-

Kabeer, t. al-Dabasi and al-Nahhal (5/106), and al-Bayhaqi, al-Khulafiyah (al-
Khillafiyaat) by al-Nahhal (2/318).

"o ol 3 JSH i sl ol Sl g (60 1 0) pndl S izl oy phes
.(165/11,

(7) Muslim ibn al-Hajjaj, Kitab al-Tameez (p. 60) and Jamal ud-Din al-Mizzi, Tahdheeb
ul-Kamal fi Asma ir-Rijal (11/165).

(18868 43, oyl "ouins’ 3 sl is 1iSCn 0l 500 Cpddl 1in 0y, 3 o ol 3y B
ey (18869 45, cuudly "’ 3 il i aal o (g o Aedle 5 (Bloe] f 5 80
g antuie iy ool o (IS oo o ol Ul (2449 15, Skl TS0
G 0l e USGs ol 5 b (i s &y, 3 ool 03y o né s (18868 43, cuudly "o
ok 3 unl el e (Jily g e e (Bl Ul o 5 (18868 43, euudly Tases
el o oly, Uty (2449 3, ikl S el 3 endly (18869 43, ki)
oy (18868 3, coudly suna” g ual e Jily ol oo oIS
(2633 3, Eyudty "aias" 3 N aes (18873 (5, cpudly sun” 3 ual o 2 o
ol (3 ol dally (B79 3, eyl "l (3 Sy (855 o3, gl Tt (3 e
Al o8 (B man s (1271 35 sy’ ndl” (3 shad 1530 03, cundly (20/22) .80
; ‘4 (Blen]
(9) It was narrated by Ahmad in his Musnad (Hadith no. 18873), 'Abd al-Razzaq in his
Musannaf (Hadith no. 2633), Ibn Majah in al-Sunan (Hadith no. 855), al-Nasa'i in al-
Mujtaba (Hadith no. 879), al-Tabarani in al-Mu'jam al-Kabeer (22/20) (Hadith no. 30),
and al-Daraqutni in al-Sunan (Hadith no. 1271).
(796 (782 (781 (780 (734 722 (780 13, i) a3 syl oYl am i 10
416 414 410 409 5, Cpadh)mo” 3 phons 2157137 (6402 4475 3228
(417
(10) It was narrated by Imam al-Bukhari in his Sahech (Hadith no. 780, 722, 734, 780,
781,782,796, 3228, 4475, 6402, 7137) and by Imam Muslim in his Saheeh (Hadith

no. 409, 410, 414, 416, 417). 12
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(11) Muslim ibn al-Hajjaj, al-Kuna wal-Asma' (1/627).
(A3/22) " S ol 12
(12) Al-Tabarani, al-Mu'jam Ul-Kabeer (22/43).
7716y "o ot s 1
(13) Ibn e Hibban, al-Siqaat (6/177).
A77/6y gLt ual 1
(14) Ibn Hibban, al- Siqaat (177/6)
(266/3) " fasdly 7 A A Gl ot P
(15) Ibn Abi Hatim, al-Jarah wa'l-Ta'deel (3/266).
(OB2/1y " ol e 1O
(16) Ibn e Hajar, al-Talkhseer ul-Habeer (1/582).
(T33) oSt st
(17) Al-Bukhari, al-Tareekh ul-Kabeer (3 / 73).
(68 oy o I G — TS gl A 18
(18) Tirmidhi, Al-‘ilal ul kabeer— arranged Abu Talib al-Qazi (p. 68).
(06 oyl oty e 1O
(19) Muslim ibn al-Hajjaj, al-Tameez (p. 66).
(68 oy A I o oy — TS A e 20
(20) Tirmidhi Al-‘ilal ul kabeer— arranged Abu Talib al-Qazi (p. 68).
(1270 45, coudty A28/2) "l (oo 2
(21) al-Daraqutni, al-Sunan (2/128) (hadith no. 1270).
z A" @ Gkl pYly (18868 o3, cuudly (159/31) "oun” 3wl s}l a1
98 96 3, oAl A0 39/22)" S i o) plY o (196/Ty " BV le
(27/3)”3.&\ A" @ sl (456 ABSITY a3 - ol Josl Jadl” (3 ity (102
(564 13, cuudhy
(22) It was narrated by Imam Ahmad in his Musnad (31/159) (hadith no. 18868),
Imam al-Tahhaawi in Sharh Ma'ani al-Asaar (1/196), Imam al-Tabarani in al-Mu'jam ul-

Kabeer (22/39, 40, 41) (hadith no. 96, 98, 102), al-Khatib in al-Fasl li-wasl al-mudraj
fi al-Naql (1/455, 456), and al-Baghawi in Sharh ul-Sunnah (3/27) (hadith no. 564).

(1256 3, sk ly (73/3) "oVl 5 ¢ LYl g ol m o N1 (3 0] ) Sab) o
(B36/18) "SI wmakt” (3 2l paY1 5 ((330/2) "Beall e (3 golard) LU ) sl
"asldl" g i) Pl Lkl ((5O7/3) "iwasdl b 3 gl sl sy (BOT (3, ad)
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o il 3 eshandt Cadiy (131/2) "oleusl " 3 aleedVl e 5l Y15 ((607)

(ASTTy " Jadt 3 7 ol
(23) It was narrated by al-Haafiz Ibn al-Mundhir in al-Awsat min al-Sunan, al-Ijma'
wa'l-Khilaf (3/73) (hadith no. 1256), al-Haafiz Ibn Qani' al-Baghdadi in Mu'jam as-
Sahaba (2/330), Imam al-Tabaraani in al-Mu'jam al-Kabeer (18/336) (hadith no. 861),
Imam Abu al-Shaykh in Tabaqat al-Muhaddith (3/567), al-Haafiz Tammam al-Razi in al-
Mufa'id (607), Imam Abu Na'im al-Asbahani in Tareekh Asbahan (2/131), and al-Khatib
al-Baghdadi in al-Fasl li-Wasl al-Mudarmudhar fi al-Nuql (1/457).

"ol 3 s gl LYl (18847 W3, uudty (140/31) Mo (3wl pleYl e
Caddhy (28/3) wudl 7 b 3 sprdly (455/1) " Al & £l Jeo sl hadl" 3 Cdedly (729)
(565 43,
(24) Tt was narrated by Imam Ahmad in his Musnad (31/140) (hadith no. 18847),
Imam Abu Dawood in al-Sunan (729), al-Khatib in al-Fasl li-Wasl al-Madaraj fi al-Naql
(1/455) and al-Baghawi in Sharh al-Sunnah (3/28) (hadith no. 565).
bl 3 Gl Py (18869 13, cpadly (159/31) "o 3 sl oYl w2l B
(2449 PEJRUNNEN) B4/2y "SI a3 P (11 NEJRUNNEN) (13/22y " S0
(25) Tt was narrated by Imam Ahmad in his Musnad (31/159) (Hadith no. 18869),

Imam al-Tabaraani in al-Mu'jam al-Kabeer (22/13) (Hadith no. 11) and al-Bayhagi in
al-Sunan al-Kubra (2/84) (Hadith no. 2449).

(67 ) ”M\” Yy L} C\;;;U o (,J.M.A r\.,o‘};[\ 4>J,.T 26
(26) Directed by imam Muslim bin Al-Hajjaj in the book "discrimination" (p. 67).
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