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"Critique of the Hadiths on Wiping Over the Socks: A
Critical Study"
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**%*Dr. Habib Ullah Hasan Zai

Abstract:

According to the verse of Wudu (ablution) in the Qur'an, washing
(ghasl) the feet is the prescribed act. Any deviation from the apparent
meaning of the Qur'an should only be based on mutawatir (widely
transmitted) or mashhoor (well-known) hadith. Therefore, within the
Ahl al-Sunnah wa'l-Jama'ah (the Sunni community), it is permissible
to wipe over the leather socks (khuffain) under specific conditions, as this
practice is established by mutawatir hadith. A group of scholars also
permits wiping over regular socks (jawrabain), citing certain hadiths as
evidence. When a layperson examines these hadiths, the apparent
correctness of their chains of transmission and the number of narrations
might lead them to believe that these hadiths are authentic and reliable.
However, in reality, the situation is different. This research aims to
reveal the weaknesses and deficiencies of these hadiths, highlighting
their lack of authenticity.
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Nabawiyyah (1240), al-Bayhaqi, al-Sunan ul-Kubra (1350), Marifat us-Sunan
wa'l-Athar (al-Hadeeth; 2055), al-Za'ila'i, nasb ur-Rayyah' (1/184...), al-
Nawawi, al-Majmoo' sharh al-muhazzab (1/500). Wal-Mubarakfuri, "Tuhfat ul-
Ahouzi" (1/278...).
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(8) See: al-Nawawi, "Al-Majmoo' Sharh al-Muhazzab" (1/500).
(159 o35 Gty Cge (ol gl o
(9) Abu Dawud, "Al-Sunan" (al-Hadeeth; 159).
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(10) Al-Bukhaari, "Al-Tareekh ul-Kabeer" (3/137).
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wa'l-Athar (al-Hadeeth: 2055).
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(12) Ahmad, "Al-'Alal wa'rifa al-Rijal" - Narrated by Abdullah (1/412).
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(13) Ahmad, "Al-'Alal wa'rifa al-Rijal" - Narrated by Al-Ma'muni (1/176).
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(14) Muslim ibn al-Hajjaj, "Al-Tamiz" (203) (al-Hadeeth, 80).
(29 s il e S Al 1

130



£2023 pasos-gilss (3k3 By sl e aedl Eaala e 25yl cd 1l ylayl

(15) Al-Nasaa'i, As-Sunan ul-Kubra (al-Hadeeth, 129).
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(16) Al-Bayhagqji, "Marifat us-Sunan wa'l-Athar" (Al-Hadeeth, 2055, 2056).
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(17) Al-Bayhagj, al-Sunan al-Kubra (al-Hadeeth; 1350).
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(18) Al-ugaeeli, "Al-Dua'fa ul-Kabeer" (2/327).
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(19) Al-Darqatni, "Al-'Alal al-Waridah fi al-Ahadith al-Nabawiyyah" (1240).
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(20) Al-Nawawi, "Al-Majmoo' Sharh al-Mahzhab" (1/500).
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(25) Ibn Hibbaan, "Al-Majroohin" (2/243).
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(29) Ibn e-Hajar, "Talkhis ul-Habeer" (1/89).
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(30) See: Ahmad bin Hanbal, "Al-'Alal wa ma'rifat ur-Rijal" - Narrated by

Abdullah (1/346:642), and (3/129:4552), Ibn Abi Hatim, "Al-Maraseel" (p.
59), al-Alai, "Jami ul-Tahseel" (p. 210), al-Mizzi, "Tahdhib ul-Kamal" (9/9-11).
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(34) Al-Boukhari, al-Tareekh ul-Kabeer (5/34), an-Nasaa’l, al-Sunan al-Kubra
(4083),  al-Khateeb, =~ Muwazzihu ~ Awham  al-Jam’ah  wa’l-Tafreeq
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(37) See: Ahmad ibn e Hanbal, Masa’il ul-Imam Ahmad (Narrated by Abdullah)
(p- 35,n0; 131), Ibrahim al-Harbi, Gharib ul-Hadeeth (3/1034), al-Qaasim ibn
Sallam, Gharib ul-Hadeeth (1/187), al-Khattabi, Gharib ul-Hadeeth (2/61-62),
al-Jawhari, al-Sihaah (5/2134), Ibn e Faris, Mu’jam ul-Maqayees wal- Lughah
(3/146), Al-Baghawi, sharh ul-Sunnah (1/452), al-Zimahshari, al-Fa’iq fi
Ghareeb ul-Hadeeth (2/266), Asaas ul-Balaghah (1/444), Ibn ul-Jawzi, Ghareeb
ul-Hadeeth (1/469), Ibn ul-Atheer, al-Nihayah fi Ghareeb el-Hadeeth wal-Athar
(1/189).
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