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The meaning of the word kufr mentioned in the 

Holy Qur'an and hadith a research review 
 
Owais Anwer  

Dr. Muhammad Ishaq 

Dr. Aziz Ur Rehman Saifee 

 
 

Abstract 

Quran and Hadith are perfect sources of such perfection can be estimated 
by their use of words in them which are multifarious / manifold. 

Therefore the word kufur is one of such words which has multitudinous 
possibilities, according to an order, kufur has two kinds. 

Major unbelief (Kufur e Akbar those who fall into this category are 
transgressors and declared out of Islam) 

Minor unbelief (Kufur e Asghar the transgressors do not go beyond the 
Islamic Laws) 

But for both kinds the word kufur is used only that is why it becomes complex 
to comprehend that for which verse word Major unbelief is used and for 
which verse the word Minor unbelief is used. 

This remains the matter of kinds of kufur only. Many of the verses are there 
in which other words are used for kufur such as the word Zulm (cruelty) is 
also used for kufur. As well as for Shirk (polytheism / sin of idolatry) the 
word kufur is also used. In the same way the word kufur is used for 
disobedience [Fisk] also. 

Hence a research is made in this article that in which verse the term kufur 
is used as a Major unbelief and in which verse the term Minor unbelief is 
used. 

After comprehending the accurate meaning of kufur it will be easy to 
understand the problem of Takfeer. 
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The use of the word kufr is very common in the Holy Qur'an and the hadiths 
of the Prophet (SAW) but not every word of kufr came for Major unbelief 
[Kufr Akbar] because the word "Kufr" is sometimes used on Major unbelief 
[Kufr Akbar] and sometimes on Minor unbelief [Kufr Asghar]. 
Types of disbelief according to the command: 
As for unbelief it is of two kinds, major and minor 
Major unbelief: 
Major unbelief is one that causes one to enter the fire for eternity. 
Minor unbelief: 
The minor one causes one of become the target of the warning (of the fire) 
without eternity1۔ 
Allama Ibn Taymiyyah says: 
In the Qur’anic verses mentioned above the word ‘unbelief” implies both 
hypocrisy, wherein a hypocrisy [inwardly] rejects the belief and [outwardly] 
pretends to behave as a Muslim; and unbelief, wherein an unbelief rejects 
belief openly and explicitly. Allah mentions in His book that in the 
Hereafter, hypocrisy will be consigned to the lowest level of Hellfire. In 
some verses of the Holy Qur’an the word “unbelief” is associated with the 
word “hypocrisy”. For example, in the first section of surah al Baqarah the 
Chapter of the cow, Allah describes the traits of believers in four verses of 
the unbelievers in two verses, and of hypocrites in ten verses….For Allah 
will collect the hypocrites and the unbelievers all in Hell.2 
The word kufr is applied to major unbelief in the light of Qur’an: 

 يُؤْمِنُونَ﴾ ﴿1 :
َ

نْذِرْهُمْ لَ
ُ
مْ ت

َ
مْ ل

َ
هُمْ أ

َ
رْت

َ
ذ
ْ
ن
َ
أ
َ
يْهِمْ أ

َ
فَرُوا سَوَاءٌ عَل

َ
ذِينَ ك

َّ
   3إِنَّ ال

Indeed, those who disbelieve- it is all the same for them whether you warn 
them or do not warn them - they will not believe 
Abdullah bin Abbas Said :  
 Who remain firm in their disbelief?  4     
Ibn e jareer said: 

صلى الله عليه وسلم واما معنی الکفر فانہ الجحود ذلک ان  الحبار من یہود المدینہ جحدوہ نبوۃ محمد

 5وستروہ عن الناس  وکتمواامرہ۔ 
“Now the meaning of kufr (unbelief) in “As for the unbelievers” is 
repudiation: that is to say the rabbis among the Jews of Medina repudiated 
the prophet hood of Muhammad and concealed it from the people, keeping 
in secret.” 

مُرُونَ 2
ْ
ذِينَ يَأ

َّ
ونَ ال

ُ
ٍّ وَيَقْتُل

يْرِ حَق 
َ
ينَ بِغ ِ

بِي  ونَ النَّ
ُ
ِ وَيَقْتُل

َّ
فُرُونَ بِآيَاتِ اللَّ

ْ
ذِينَ يَك

َّ
قِسْطِ  :﴿ إِنَّ ال

ْ
بِال

 
َ
ابٍّ أ

َ
رْهُمْ بِعَذ ِ

 
بَش

َ
اسِ ف لِيمٍّ ﴾مِنَ النَّ

6 
Indeed, those who deny Allah’s signs, kill the prophets unjustly, and kill 
people who stand up for justice—give them good news of a painful 
punishment 

3﴾ ِ
َّ

ى اللَّ
َ
صَارِي إِل

ْ
ن
َ
الَ مَنْ أ

َ
فْرَ ق

ُ
ك
ْ
یٰ مِنْهُمُ ال حَسَّ عِيس َ

َ
ا أ مَّ

َ
ل
َ
    7: ﴿ف
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When Jesus sensed disbelief from his people, he asked, “Who will stand up 
with me for Allah?  
Imam al Razi says: 

 8ان المراد انہ عرف منہم اصرارھم علی الکفر
It means when they recognized his insistence on disbelief 

ىٰ 3
َ
تْل

ُ
تُمْ ت

ْ
ن
َ
فُرُونَ وَأ

ْ
ك
َ
 ت
َ
يْف

َ
هُ﴾: ﴿ وَك

ُ
مْ رَسُول

ُ
ِ وَفِيك

َّ
مْ آيَاتُ اللَّ

ُ
يْك

َ
 9عَل

How can you disbelieve when Allah’s revelations are recited to you and His 
Messenger is in your midst?  
Allama Aalusi says: 

 10قیل المراد بکفرھم فعلھم فی الکفر
It has been said that disbelief means their action in disbelief 

سِيحُ ابْنُ مَرْيَمَ﴾4
َ ْ
َ هُوَ الم

َّ
وا إِنَّ اللَّ

ُ
ال
َ
ذِينَ ق

َّ
فَرَ ال

َ
قَدْ ك

َ
 11: ﴿ل

They have certainly disbelieved who say, "Allah is the Messiah, the son of 
Mary. 
Imam Qurtubi further explains that: 

سِيحُ ابْنُ وکفر النصاری فی دلَلۃ   ھذا الکلام انما کا
َ ْ
َ هُوَ الم

َّ
مَرْيَمَ علی جھۃ  ن بقولھم : إِنَّ اللَّ

 .12الدینویۃ بہ لَنھم لو قالوا علی جھۃ  الحکایۃ منکرین لہ لم یکفروا۔   
The disbelief of the Christians was proved in the meaning of this word. It 
was because of this statement of theirs Allah is the Messiah, the son of 
Mary. From the point of view of religion, because if they had said this from 
the point of view of narration, they would not have been disbelievers in 
denying it 
The word kufr applied for major unbelief in the view of Hadith: 

طعم بھا طعمۃ من 
ُ
1:عن انس بن مالک ان رسول اللہ صلى الله عليه وسلم قال ا ن الکافر اذا عمل حسنۃ ا

 الدنیا واماالمومن فان اللہ یدخر لہ حسناتہ فی الَخرۃ ویعقبہ رزقا فی الدنیا علی طاعتہ۔13
Anas bin. Malik reported that Allah's Messenger (صلى الله عليه وسلم) thus told him: 
When a non-believer does well he is made to taste its reward in this world. 
And so far as the believer is concerned, Allah stores (the reward) of his 
virtues for the Hereafter and provides him sustenance in accordance with 
his obedience to Him 
Allama Shabbier Ahmed Usmani said: 

ی لفقدان واعلم 
ٰ
ان حسنات الکافر ،کالصدقۃ والصلۃ وخدمۃ الخلق لَتقربہ الی اللہ تعال

 14الَیمان الذی ھو شرط لکونھا قربۃ ،ولکنھا حسنات یکافا بھا فی الدنیا۔
And know that the good deeds of a disbeliever, such as honesty, prayer, and 
serving people, do not bring them closer to God Almighty because of losing 
faith, which is a condition for their being close, but they are good deeds that 
will be rewarded in this world۔ 

2 : ِ
َّ

الَ يَا رَسُولَ اللَّ
َ
، ق

ً
نَّ رَجُلا

َ
، أ سُ بْنُ مَالِكٍّ

َ
ن
َ
نَا أ

َ
ث کیف یحشر الکافر علی وجھہ یوم  حَدَّ

 لقیامۃ ؟قال الیس الذی امشاہ علی رجلیہ فی الدنیا قادرا علی ان یمشیہ علی وجھہ یوم ا
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  15القیامۃ قال قتادۃ بلی وعزہ ربنا۔
Anas bin. Malik reported that a person said: 
Allah's Messenger, how the non-believers be made to assemble on the Day 
of Resurrection (by crawling) on their faces? Thereupon he said: Is He Who 
is powerful to make them walk on their feet not powerful enough to make 
them (crawl) upon their faces on the Day of Resurrection? Qatada said: of 
course, it is so. (He adjured): By the might of our Lord. 
Allama Badar ud din Aini says: 

والحکمۃ فی حشر الکافر علی وجھہ انہ یعاقب علی عدم سجودہ للہ تعالی فی الدنیا 

 لھوانہ۔
ً
 16،فیسحب علی وجھہ فی القیامۃ اظھارا

And the wisdom of the disbelievers will be on their faces that they will be 
punished for not prostrating in this world so on the Day of Resurrection they 
will be dragged on their faces. 

3:،
َ
بِي هُرَيْرَة

َ
بشاۃ صلى الله عليه وسلم ضافہ ضیف وھو کافر فامر لہ رسول اللہ صلى الله عليه وسلم ان رسول اللہ عَنْ أ

حتی شرب حِلاب سبع شیاہٍّ ثم انہ  فحُلبت فشرب حِلابھا ثم اخری فشربہ ثم اخری فشربہ
ھا فقال صلى الله عليه وسلم رہ لہ رسول اللہ اصبح فاسلم فام بشاۃ فشرب حلابھا ثم امر باخری فلم یستتمَّ

    .17المومن یشرب فی معیً واحد والکافر یشرب فی سبعۃ امعاءٍّ صلى الله عليه وسلم رسول اللہ
Abu Huraira reported that: Allah's Messenger (صلى الله عليه وسلم) invited a non-Muslim. 
Allah's Messenger (صلى الله عليه وسلم) commanded that a goat be milked for him. It was 
milked and he drank its milk. Then the second one was milked and he drank 
its milk, and then the other one was milked and he drank its milk, till he 
drank the milk of seven goats. On the next morning he embraced Islam. And 
Allah's Messenger (صلى الله عليه وسلم) commanded that a goat should be milked for him 
and he drank its milk and then another was milked but he did not finish it, 
whereupon Allah's Messenger (صلى الله عليه وسلم) said: A believer drinks in one intestine 
whereas a non-believer drinks in seven intestines. 
Allama Shabbier Ahmed Usmani said 

لیس المراد فی الحدیث حقیقۃ الَمعاء ولَ خصوص الَکل ،وانما المراد التقلل من الدنیا 
والَستکثار منھا ۔نقلہ ابن التين:المعنی ان المومن یاکل الحلال والکافر یاکل الحرام والحلال 

 .18منہ کثرۃ اکل الکافر وقلۃ اکل المومن  اقل من الحرام فی الوجود۔والمراد
The hadeeth does not refer to the real gut, nor does it refer to food, but to 
the scarcity of the world and its abundance Ibn Tin narrated: The meaning 
of the hadeeth is that the believer eats halal and the disbeliever eats haraam 
and less than halal haraam in terms of existence Or it refers to the abundance 
of food for the disbeliever and the scarcity of food for the believer. 
: The word kufr applied for minor unbelief in the view of Hadith  
 Just as disbelief is applied to the major disbelief in the Qur'an and 
Sunnah, so too is disbelief applied to the minor disbelief and it has been 
applied literally, as if one of the meanings of disbelief is ingratitude, the 
farmer is also called a kaafir because he also hides the grain in the ground, 
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similarly, when the word kufr used in the face of thanksgiving, it means 
disbelief is a blessing, not real disbelief. 
 The word kufr is applied to other meanings besides the term kufr, 
the examples of which are as follows: 
Disbelief is a blessing: 
Allah Almighty says: 

فُرُونِ﴾1
ْ
ك
َ
 ت

َ
رُوا لِي وَلَ

ُ
ك

ْ
مْ وَاش

ُ
رْك

ُ
ك
ْ
ذ
َ
رُونِي أ

ُ
ك
ْ
اذ

َ
  19:﴿ ف

So remember me; I will remember you. And be grateful to me and do not 
deny me. 
Allama Alusi says: 

 20:  بجحد نعمتی وعصیان امری     قال آلوس ی
To deny my blessing and disobey my order 

فَ 2
َ
رُ لِنَفْسِهِ ۖ وَمَنْ ك

ُ
ك

ْ
مَا يَش إِنَّ

َ
رْ ف

ُ
ك

ْ
ِ ۚ وَمَنْ يَش

َّ
رْ لِِلّ

ُ
ك

ْ
نِ اش

َ
 أ
َ
مَۃ

ْ
حِك

ْ
قْمَانَ ال

ُ
يْنَا ل

َ
قَدْ آت

َ
إِنَّ :﴿ وَل

َ
رَ ف

نِيٌّ حَمِيدٌ﴾
َ
َ غ

َّ
 21اللَّ

And we had certainly given Luqmān wisdom [and said], "Be grateful to 
Allah." And whoever is grateful is grateful for [the benefit of] himself. And 
whoever denies [His favor] - then indeed, Allah is Free of need and 
Praiseworthy. 
Imam Razi says: 

اس اء شکرہ النای اللہ غير محتاج الی شکر حتی بکفران الکافر وھو فی نفسہ محمود سو 

 22او لم یشکروہ۔
Allah does not need thanks Even the disbeliever is ungrateful, he is 
praiseworthy in himself, whether he thanks the people or not. 

رِيمٌ 3
َ
نِيٌّ ك

َ
ي غ ِ

إِنَّ رَب 
َ
فَرَ ف

َ
رُ لِنَفْسِهِ ۖ وَمَنْ ك

ُ
ك

ْ
مَا يَش إِنَّ

َ
رَ ف

َ
ك

َ
 23﴾ :﴿ وَمَنْ ش

And whoever is grateful - his gratitude is only for [the benefit of] himself 
and whoever is ungrateful - then indeed, my Lord is free of need and 
Generous. 
Allama Aalusi says: 

 24ومن کفر ای لم یشکر 
 The meaning of (ومن کفر) is one who does not give thanks. 

دِيدٌ﴾4
َ
ش

َ
ابِي ل

َ
مْ إِنَّ عَذ

ُ
فَرْت

َ
ئِنْ ك

َ
مْ ۖ وَل

ُ
ك زِيدَنَّ

َ َ
مْ لَ

ُ
رْت

َ
ك

َ
ئِنْ ش

َ
 25:﴿ ل

Imam al Razi says:      
 26فالمراد منہ الکفران ،لَ الکفر لَن الکفر المذکور فی مقابلہ الشکر لیس الَ الکفران۔

This refers to ingratitude, not disbelief, because disbelief means ingratitude 
over gratitude. 
Hadith and minor disbelief: 
The word kufr has been applied to minor unbelief [kufr asghar] in many 
places of Hadith which are as follows. 
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ریت النار فاذا اکثر اھلھا النساء یکفرن قیل صلى الله عليه وسلم:عن ابن عباس قال قال النبی 1
ُ
فرن ایکا

باللہ قال یکفرن العشير ویکفرن الَحسان لو احسنت الی احدھن الدھر ثم رات منک شیئا 

 27قالت مارایت منک خيرا قط۔
Narrated lbn Abbas that the Prophet. Said: "I was shown the Hell-fire and 
that the majority of its dwellers were women who were disbelievers or 
ungrateful." It was asked, "Do they disbelieve in Allah!" (or are they 
ungrateful to Allah?) He replied, "They are ungrateful to their husbands and 
are ungrateful for the favors and the good (charitable deeds) done to them. 
If you have always been good (benevolent) to one of them for a period of 
time and then she sees something in you (not of her liking), she will say, 'I 
have never seen any good from you. 
Hafiz Ibn e hajar narrated: 

 28" یطلق علیھا الکفر لکنہ کفر لَ یخرج عن الملۃ"  
It is called kufr, but it is kufr that does not depart from the religion. 
In the Sahi Al Bukhari: Imam Bukhari has also made a chapter to be 
ungrateful to one's husband. And disbelief is of (different grades) lesser (or 
greater) degrees.29 
Imam Nawwavi has also made a chapter: 
Clarifying that faith decreases with shortcoming in obedience, and the word 
Kufr may be used with regard to matters other than disbelief in Allah, such 
as ingratitude for blessings and not fulfilling one's duties30۔  

بِي ِ  :2 ، عَنِ النَّ
َ
بِي هُرَيْرَة

َ
لا ترغبوا عن آبائکم فمن رغب عن ابیہ فھو کفر   صلى الله عليه وسلم عَنْ أ

َ
ال
َ
 31ق

Narrated Abu Huraira: The Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) said: Do not turn away from your 
fathers, for that is unbelief upon you. 
Hafiz Ibn e Hajar explain this hadith: 

 32"لیس المراد بالکفر حقیقۃ الکفر التی یخلد صاحبھا فی النار 
Here, disbelief does not mean real disbelief, the perpetrator of which 
becomes hell forever. 

 33سباب المسلم فسوق وقتالہ کفرصلى الله عليه وسلم : عن عبد اللہ ابن مسعود قال قال النبی 4
The Prophet said, "Abusing a Muslim is Fusüq (an evil doing) and killing 
him is Kufr (disbelief) 
Allama Badar ud din Aini says: 

حقیقۃ الکفر التی ھی خروج الملۃ ،بل انما اطلق علیہ الکفر مبالغۃ فی التحذیر،والَجماع 

 34من اھل السنۃ منعقد علی ان المومن لَ یکفر بالقتال۔ولَ یفعل معصیۃ اخری،
The fact of disbelief is that he expelled from Islam But disbelief has been 
applied to it for the purpose of exaggeration to scare and the consensus of 
Ahl as-Sunnah is that a believer does not become a kaafir because of murder 
nor because of any other sin 

قال من اتی حائضا ،او امراۃ فی دبرھا او کاھنا فصدقہ بما صلى الله عليه وسلم بی ھریرۃ  ان  النبی : عن ا5

 35۔صلى الله عليه وسلمیقول  فقد کفر بما انزل علی محمد 
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Abu Hurairah narrated that: the Prophet said: Whoever engages in sexual 
intercourse with a menstruating woman, or a woman in her anus, consults a 
soothsayer, then he has disbelieved in what was revealed to Muhammad. 
Imam tirmizi explore this hadith: 

 36قال ابو عیس یٰ وانما معنی ھذا عند اہل العلم علی التغلیظ  
Abu Essa said: According to the people of knowledge, this is only meant to 
indicate the severity of it. 
Other words applied to the word kufr: 
The word polytheism applied to the kufur: 

فَقَ 1
ْ
ن
َ
ىٰ مَا أ

َ
يْهِ عَل فَّ

َ
بُ ك ِ

 
صْبَحَ يُقَل

َ
أ
َ
مَرِهِ ف

َ
 بِث

َ
حِيط

ُ
ىٰ عُرُوشِهَا وَيَقُولُ يَا :﴿ وَأ

َ
 عَل

ٌ
اوِيَۃ

َ
فِيهَا وَهِيَ خ

حَدًا﴾
َ
ي أ ِ

رِكْ بِرَب 
ْ
ش

ُ
مْ أ

َ
يْتَنِي ل

َ
 37ل

And his fruits were encompassed [by ruin], so he began to turn his hands 
about [in dismay] over what he had spent on it, while it had collapsed upon 
its trellises, and said, "Oh, I wish I had not associated with my Lord anyone 
  Muhammad bin Jareer Tabari says: 

یعنی بذلک : ھذا الکافر اذا ھلک وزالت عنہ دنیاہ وانفرد بعملہ ،ود  انہ لم یکن کفر باللہ 

 38ولَ اشرک بہ شیئا۔
When this disbeliever perished and his world disappeared from him and he 
was left alone because of what he did, he wished that he had not disbelieved 
in Allah and had not associated anything with Him. Would have. 
It was narrated from Anas bin Malik that the Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) said: 

سِ بْنِ مَالِكٍّ 2
َ
ن
َ
الَ لیس بين العبد و الشرک الَ  ترک :عَنْ أ

َ
بِيِ  ـ صلى اللہ عليه وسلم ـ ق ، عَنِ النَّ

  39الصلوٰۃ،فاذا ترکھا فقد اشرک۔
There is nothing standing between a person and Shirk (polytheism) except 
leaving the prayer, so if he leaves it he has committed Shirk. 
In this hadith, the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
applied disbelief to shirk because in Sahih Muslim, Imam Nawawi has 
written a chapter like this: 

 40"باب بیان اطلاق اسم الکافر علی من ترک الصلاۃ ۔
Chapter: Clarifying the usage of the word Kafir for one who abandons Salat. 
  Imam Nawawi writes on this: 

 41ان الشرک والکفر قد یطلقان بمعنی واحد وھو الکفر باللہ تعالی وقد یفرق بینھما۔
Polytheism and unbelief are sometimes used in one sense and that is 
unbelief with Allah and sometimes there is a difference between both. 
Oppression is applied to disbelief: 
In many verses oppression is applied to disbelief 
Imam Razi says: 

 42ان لفظ الظالم اطلقہ اللہ فی کثير من المواضع علی الکافر وسمی الشرک ظلما ۔
On many occasions, Allah has applied the word oppression to disbeliever 
and oppression has also been applied to shirk. 
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Allama Ibn Taymiyyah says: 
As for the meaning of term al-Zulm, unrestricted wrong, when used in an 
absolute sense, it includes unbelief plus all other sins. Allah says: “Gather 
those who wronged along with their wives and the things they worshiped 
beside Allah, and lead them to the way to the Fire, but stop them, for they 
must be asked : what is the matter with you that you do not help each other43 
Allah Almighty says in Quran:  

 وَيَوْ  : ﴿1
ً

سُولِ سَبِيلا تُ مَعَ الرَّ
ْ
ذ
َ
خ يْتَنِي اتَّ

َ
ىٰ يَدَيْهِ يَقُولُ يَا ل

َ
الِمُ عَل

َّ
  44﴾ مَ يَعَضُّ الظ

And the Day the wrongdoer will bite on his hands [in regret] he will say, 
"Oh, I wish I had taken with the Messenger a way. 
Abdul Majid darya abadi says: 
The oppressor does not mean the oppressor of Urdu, but the oppressor of 
one's self, that is, the infidel or the denier.45 
Allama Ibn Taymiyyah further explain this and says: 
The absolute wrong implies [but is not limited to] unbelief. For it may refer 
to unbelief as well as what is less serious than unbelief, such as committing 
minor sins like wickedness and rebellion. 46 

هُمْ 2 مُوا ۖ إِنَّ
َ
ل
َ
ذِينَ ظ

َّ
اطِبْنِي فِي ال

َ
خ

ُ
 ت

َ
ونَ  :﴿وَلَ

ُ
رَق

ْ
كِ  مُغ

ْ
فُل

ْ
ى ال

َ
تَ وَمَنْ مَعَكَ عَل

ْ
ن
َ
ا اسْتَوَيْتَ أ

َ
إِذ

َ
۔ ف

ينَ  الِمِ
َّ
قَوْمِ الظ

ْ
ا مِنَ ال

َ
ان جَّ

َ
ذِي ن

َّ
ِ ال

َّ
حَمْدُ لِِلّ

ْ
قُلِ ال

َ
 47﴾ ف

And do not address me concerning those who have wronged; indeed, they 
are to be drowned And when you have boarded the ship, you and those with 
you, then say, 'Praise to Allah who has saved us from the wrongdoing 
people 
Abdul Majid darya abadi says: 
Those who do wrong to themselves, that is, infidels this usage is common 
in Quranic idioms.48 
Imam Razi says: 

 .49قومہ بانھم الظالمون لَن الکفر منھم ظلم لَنفسھم ووصف
The attribute of this nation is stated that they are wrongdoers because 
disbelief was due to their wrongdoing۔ 
 Just as absolute oppression is applied to major disbelief, so 
sometimes oppression is also applied to minor disbelief and sin. 
Allama Ibn Taymiyyah says in Majmu al Fatawa: 

 "فالکفر المطلق ھو الظلم المطلق" 
Absolute disbelief is absolute oppression 

 50واما الظلم المقید فقد یختص بظلم الَنسان نفسہ وظلم الناس بعضھم بعضا  
However, oppression is sometimes characterized by the oppression of a 
person with his own life and the oppression of some people against others. 

الِمٌ لِنَفْسِهِ وَمِنْهُمْ مُقْتَصِدٌ وَمِ  :﴿1
َ
مِنْهُمْ ظ

َ
ا ۖ ف

َ
فَيْنَا مِنْ عِبَادِن

َ
ذِينَ اصْط

َّ
كِتَابَ ال

ْ
نَا ال

ْ
وْرَث

َ
مَّ أ

ُ
نْهُمْ ث

بِيرُ  سَابِقٌ 
َ
ك
ْ
فَضْلُ ال

ْ
لِكَ هُوَ ال

َٰ
ِ ۚ ذ

َّ
نِ اللَّ

ْ
يْرَاتِ بِإِذ

َ
خ
ْ
 51﴾ بِال
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Then we caused to inherit the Book those we have chosen of our servants 
and among them is he who wrongs himself, and among them is he who is 
moderate, and among them is he who is foremost in good deeds by 
permission of Allah. That [inheritance] is what is the great bounty? 
Allama Aalusi says: 

والذی یعضدہ معظم الروایات والَثار ان الَصناف الثلثۃ من اھل الجنۃ فلا ینبغی ان 

 52یلتفت الی تفسير الظالم بالکافر
It is strengthened by the traditions and important relics that all the three 
classes belong to the people of Paradise Therefore, it is not advisable to 
interpret the interpretation of a tyrant from a disbeliever. 
Allama Ibn Kathir says:  
It was also reported   from a number of the Salaf that those among this 
Ummah who wrong themselves are  still among those whom Allah has 
chosen, even though they are imperfect  and feel short [by not adhering  to 
the straight path]. Others said that those who wrong themselves are not part 
of this Ummah and are not among those whom Allah has chosen and who 
inherited the Book. The correct view is that they are also part of this 
Ummah.53 
Applying the word disobedience [Fisq] to disbelief: 
 In some verses of the Holy Qur'an, the word “Fisq” [wickedness] 
has also been used on Major unbelief [Kufr Akbar]. 
The words of Almighty: 

مْرِ رَب ِ 1
َ
فَسَقَ عَنْ أ

َ
ِ ف

جِن 
ْ
انَ مِنَ ال

َ
 إِبْلِيسَ ك

َّ
سَجَدُوا إِلَ

َ
ۃِ اسْجُدُوا لِِدَمَ ف

َ
ئِك

َ
مَلا

ْ
نَا لِل

ْ
ل
ُ
 ق
ْ
 54﴾هِ :﴿وَإِذ

And [mention] when we said to the angels, "Prostrate to Adam," and they 
prostrated, except for Iblees. He was of the jinn and departed from the 
command of his Lord. Then will you take him and his descendants as allies 
other than me while they are enemies to you? Wretched it is for the 
wrongdoers as an exchange 
Ibn al qaiim jauzia says about wickedness: 
As for wickedness, it is according to the Book of God of two kinds, [1] 
alone and unqualified, and [2] accompanied by disobedience. 
When alone, it is of two kinds as well,  
The wickedness of unbelief that separates from Islam,  
Wickedness that does not separate from Islam. 
When accompanied [by disobedience], it is a sit appears in the words of 
God Almighty: 
But God made you love faith and beautified it in your hearts, and made 
hateful to you unbelief, wickedness, and disobedience: Such are the rightly-
guided. 
When alone, the wickedness of unbelief appears in the words of the 
Almighty: 
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He misleads many thereby, and He guides many thereby; and He misleads 
thereby only the wicked: those who break the covenant of God after 
ratifying it, and sever that which God ordered to be joined, and make 
mischief in the earth; such are the losers. 
And the words of Almighty: 
We have sent down clear signs and only the wicked reject them 
His saying, furthermore: 
And as for those who act wickedly, their retreat is the Fire. Whenever they 
desire to issue forth from thence, they are brought back thither. Unto them 
it is said: Taste the torment of the Fire which you used to deny. 
All of this is the wickedness of unbelief 55۔   
As for the wickedness that does not cause excommunication from Islam, it 
is referred to in the words of the Almighty, “Neither the scribe nor the 
witness should be harmed; if you do so, it would be wicked of you.  
His words also, “O you who believe, if a wicked one comes to you with a 
news, verify it, lest you harm some folk in ignorance and later lament what 
you have done.56 

ارُ﴾2 وَاهُمُ النَّ
ْ
مَأ

َ
سَقُوا ف

َ
ذِينَ ف

َّ
ا ال مَّ

َ
 57: ﴿وَأ

But as for those who defiantly disobeyed, their refuge is the Fire 
Imam Tabari says: 

سَقُوا﴾ یقول تعالیٰ ذکرہ : واما الذین کفرو باللہ ،وفارقوا طاعتہ
َ
ذِينَ ف

َّ
ا ال مَّ

َ
 58وقولہ: ﴿وَأ

The words of Almighty [who defiantly disobeyed] means In any case, those 
who disbelieve in Allah and disobey Him are separated. 
The clauses mentioned in the Holy Qur'an with the substance of disbelief: 
 The word kufr has appeared in the Holy Qur'an in many forms, the 
details of which are as follows: 
The word [ َکَفَر]   is the three root letter word [ثلاثی مجرد] and sometimes it 
has become contagious with the preposition, if the verb is a three root letter 
 :then it means the term kufr. The words of Almighty [ثلاثی مجرد]

ارِ﴾ ابِ النَّ
َ
ىٰ عَذ

َ
هُ إِل رُّ

َ
ضْط

َ
مَّ أ

ُ
 ث

ً
لِيلا

َ
عُهُ ق ِ

مَت 
ُ
أ
َ
فَرَ ف

َ
الَ وَمَنْ ك

َ
 59﴿ ق

[Allah] said. "And whoever disbelieves - I will grant him enjoyment for a 
little; then I will force him to the punishment of the Fire, 
And if it is contagious [Mutaddi] with the preposition, then it means 
rebellion, [Allah] said 
The words of Almighty:  

قِيَامَۃِ  
ْ
مَّ يَوْمَ ال

ُ
مْ بَعْضًا() ث

ُ
عَنُ بَعْضُك

ْ
مْ بِبَعْضٍّ وَيَل

ُ
فُرُ بَعْضُك

ْ
 60يَك

Then on the Day of Resurrection you will deny one another and curse one 
another 
Allma Aluusi says: 

 61والمراد بکفر بعضھم ببعض التناکر ای ثم یوم القیامۃ یظھر التناکر والتلاعن بینکم
Some disbelieve with others means they will show unfamiliarity with each  
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other, that is, on the Day of Resurrection they will show ignorance and 
curse. 
The word [کُفر] is the source of [ َکَفَر] means disbelief, e.g The words of 
Almighty are that : 

بِيلِ﴾ ﴿ وَمَنْ  قَدْ ضَلَّ سَوَاءَ السَّ
َ
يمَانِ ف ِ

ْ
فْرَ بِالْ

ُ
ك
ْ
لِ ال بَدَّ

َ
 62يَت

And whoever exchanges faith for disbelief has certainly strayed from the 
soundness of the way. 
The word [الکافر ] noun of word [کفر]    
Imam Raghib Isfhani says: 

 63والکافر علی الَطلاق متعارف فیمن یجحد الوحدانیۃ،او النبوۃ او الشریعۃ او ثلاثتھا 
Absolute disbeliever applies to a person who denies the Oneness of Allah 
or Prophecy or Shari'ah or all three. 
The word [الکُفوُر ] means to deny  

اسِ  رُ النَّ
َ
ث
ْ
ك
َ
بَىٰ أ

َ
أ
َ
فُورًا﴾ ﴿ ف

ُ
 ك

َّ
   64إِلَ

ً
 65ای جحودا

But most of the people refused [anything] except disbelief means Denied 
Al Isbahani says  about the word[الکَفوُر ] 

 66قال اصبھانی والکفور المبالغ فی کفران النعمۃ
In it, disbelief is found to mean exaggeration in blessings 
The words of Almighty:  

فُورٌ   ﴿ 
َ
يَئُوسٌ ك

َ
هُ ل   67﴾ إِنَّ

Indeed, he is despairing and ungrateful 
The meaning of word [کَفَّار ] 

ار :وھو الشدید الکفر  فَّ
َ
 68ک

Means to intensify disbelief and denial the words of Almighty 
ارٍّ 

فَّ
َ
لَّ ك

ُ
 يُحِبُّ ك

َ
ُ لَ

َّ
﴾﴿ وَاللَّ ثِيمٍّ

َ
               69أ

And Allah does not like every sinning disbeliever 
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