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Abstract:
Allah created all the human beings from the single
couple. As per the requirement of His wisdom, he made them in
diverse colors, races, tribes and families, to test them. Moreover,
humans are also different regarding languages and dialects they
speak, but success and eternal salvation is not dependent on any
of these. Therefore we cannot discriminate the humans on the
above mentioned differences, for they have no free will in all
these. Taqwa (piety) is the only standard for achieving and
enjoying high status in this world and hereafter, which is
attainable for all. So we can judge and discriminate the children
of Adam on the bases of piety. The given article discusses this
point and proves with arguments and reference from Quran and
Hadith that the Islamic concept of human discrimination is based
on faith, righteous deeds and piety only, and nothing else.
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Allah created human beings as the best creature, appointed him as
vicegerent to maintain spiritual and temporal order under the
commandments of Allah. Even the angels were ordered to prostrate them
before Adam, though such a prostration cannot have been intended as an
act of worship. It was just an act of courtesy or way of showing one’s
respect. Similarly Allah blessed the children of Adam with honor and
dignity. Quran says:

َ ٰ ۡۤ

َ

َ ْ ََ

“1 ‘‘ َولقد ک َّر ْمنا َب ِنی اد ََم

“And we bestowed dignity on the children of Adam”.
Allah is the sole creator of the whole mankind. He created them all from
the same couple, as Quran mentions:

ََ
َّ
َ
َّ َ َ ٰۡۤ
َّ اس َّات ُق َوا َرَّب ُك ُم َّالذیَ َخ َل َق ُكمَ منَ َّن ْف
ُ الن
اح َد ٍَۃ ََّوخل َق ِم ْن ََہا ز ْو َج ََہا َو َبث
‘‘ َی َایَ َہا
ِ س َو
ِ
ِ
ٍ
2 ً َ َّ ً َ ً َ
’’ال ک َِِۡرا َو ِنساَ َء
َ ِم ْن َُہ َما ِرج

O Men, fear your Lord Who created you form a single soul, and
from it crated its match and spread many men and women from
the two”
Division of humans in different castes and tribes is not for superiority but
for the sake of identification. All have the same origin. Quran refers to the
same idea.

ُ َ
َ
ٰ ُ ََ
ُ ٰ ْ َ َ َّ ُ َّ َ َ ٰۡۤ
ُ ُْٰ
اس ِانا خلقنكم ِمن ذک ٍر َّو انثی َو َج َعل َنك ْم ش ُعو ًبا َّو ق َبا ِئ َل ِلت َع َارفوا
‘‘یایہا الن
َ
َ ا َّن َا ْك َر َم ُك ْم عن َد ہللا َا ْت ٰق ُك ْم ۔ ا َّن
َ 3’’ہللا َع ِلی ٌم خ ِبۡ ٌَر
ِ
ِ
ِ
ِ

“O Mankind, We have created you from a male and a female, and
made you into races and tribes, so that you may identify one
another. Surely the noblest of you, in Allah’s sight, is the one who
is most pious of you. Surely Allah is All-Knowing, All-Aware.”
The verse clearly shows that the standard for being superior and dignified
is Taqwa (piety), which is attainable by making efforts. Following saying
of the Holy Prophet  ﷺalso refers to the same concept that human
discrimination is not based or color on race, but on piety.
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Al-Azhaar:vol 3,Issue 1

Islamic concept of human discrimination

(January -June. 2017)

“An Arab has no preference over a non Arab, or a nor Arab over
an Arab; nor a white man has any preference over a black one, or
a black over a white man but due to piety”4
Similarly in another hadith, it is said:
“Whose actions and deeds make him slow (back), his noble race
cannot make him move fast (forward)”5.
As we see in the case of Hazrat Bilal, one of the close and famous
companions of the Holy Prophetﷺ. He was black by complexion, non
Arab and even a slave, but by making efforts, he achieved high level of
faith, righteous deeds and piety, so he received the good news (here in the
world) to be in the paradise.
He became the Muazzin of the Holy Prophet ﷺ. Even hundred years
after and thousands miles away, the Muslims remember his name with
honor and respect. Similarly Salman was from Persia and Sohaib belonged
to Rome, but they achieved great honor and exalted position here and
hereafter on the bases of true faith, righteous deeds and piety. On the other
hand Abu Lahab, who was the citizen of the most sacred city, Makkah (the
city of peace). He belonged to the noble tribe of Quraish and family of
high status i.e Hashim, but for being non believer, evil deeds, mischievous
nature, he fall victim to disgrace in this world and to eternal punishment in

ُ
ْ َ ۡۤ
َ
ْ
the hereafter. Allah says in the holy Quran.ب
َ َ  ‘‘ َما ا َغ ٰنی َعن ُہ َمال ٗہ َو َما ک َس6“

“Neither his wealth benefited him, nor what he earned”
Similarly Islam does not recommend any discrimination in the result or
reward of the doers on the bases of gender. Allah declares in the Holy
Quran:

ً َ ً
ٰ ُ َ ََ
ْ
َّ ُ َ َ
َ ‘‘ َم ْن َعم َل
ص ِال ًحا ِمن ذک ٍر ا ْو انثی َو ُہ َو ُمؤ ِم ٌن فلن ْح ِی َین ٗہ َح ٰیوۃ ط ِی َبۃ ۔
ِ
َ َ َ ْ َ ُ َ ْ َ ْ ُ َّ َ ْ َ َ َ
ُ
7 َ ُ َ ْ َ
’’ن
َ و لنج ِزینہم اجرہم ِباحس ِن ما کانوا یعملو

“Whoever, male or female, has acted righteously, while being a
believer, we shall certainly make him live a good life, and shall
give such people their reward for the best of what they used to do”
However due to difference in physical structure and mental level, the
nature of responsibilities of both sexes it different.
15
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Moreover Islam does not divide and discriminate among humans on the
bases of different languages and colors. In fact the existence of different
languages is one of the signs of the (Qudrat) of Allah as is mentioned in
the holy Quran:

ْ َ ْ َ ْ َ ٰ ٰ َّ ُ ْ َ ٰ ٰ ْ َ
َ اخت ََل ُف َا ْلس َنت ُك ْم َو َا ْل َوان ُك ْم ا َّن فی ٰذل
ک
ِ ِ ِ
ِ
ِ ِ
ِ ضو
ِ ‘‘و ِمن ای ِت ٖہ خلق الس َمو ِت والر
ْ
َٰ
8 َ
’’ن
َ ۡل ٰی ٍت ِلل ٰع ِل ِم

“And among His Signs is the creation of the heavens and the
earth and the difference of your tongues and colors. Surely in this
there are signs for the persons having knowledge”
Islam divides and discriminates humans on the bases of ideology. The
concept of human discrimination is based on the difference of faith, beliefs
and actions. All humans will be placed in different categories according to
their performance. Quran says:
9

ُ
َ َ َ َ َ
َ ُ
ُ
’’َک ِبغا ِف ٍل َع َّما ََی ْع َمل َون
ج ٌت ِم َّما َع ِمل َوا َؕ َو ما رب
َٰ ‘‘ َو ِلك ٍل َد َر

“For all people, there are ranks according to what they did, and your Lord
is not unaware of what they do.”
The Holy Prophet  ﷺsaid:
“Allah does not see at your faces and your riches, but He sees the
sincerity of your hearts and the nature of your deeds.”10
The center of faith is heart, while actions and deeds are performed by
other organs. Faith plays the role of a foundation stone for the actions of
humans. The success or failure of humans depends on faith and actions.
Allah has gifted all the human beings with a single heart irrespective of
their cast, creed, color, religion and status etc. Quran mentions this fact:

َْ
ُ ‘‘ َما َج َع َل
’’ہللا ِل َر ُج ٍل ِمن قل َبۡ ِن ِفی َج ْو ِف َٖہ

11

"All has not made for any man two hearts in his chest cavity."
So all the humans have a center where faith is to be put. Similarly the
sources of attaintng success have also been provided to all of them,
irrespectine of tribe, cast, language etc. Quran says:

َ
ُ
ٌ َ ََ َ َُ َ َ َ َ ًُ
ُ َّ
َُْ
ای فَل خ ْوف
‘‘قلنا اہ ِبطوا ِم ْن َہا َج ِمی ًعا ۚ ف ِا َّما َیا ِت َینكم ِم ِنی ہدی فمن ت ِبع ہد
12 َ ُ َ ْ َ ْ ُ َ َ ْ َ َ
’’ن
َ علی ِہم ول ہم یحزنو
16
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We said, “Go down from here, all of you then should some
guidance come to you from me, those who follow My guidance
shall have no fear, nor shall they grieve.”
The word “ ”منis common, includes every one. Anyone who follows the
guidance sent by Allah will certainly enjoy peace, tranquility and
prosperous life as promised by Allah in the holy Quran. But it is a fact and
the Holy Quran has already informed us that all the human beings will
never be equal and similar, regarding their faith and actions/deeds.Quran
Says:
13

َّ
َ ُ َ ُ َََ
ْ ُ
’’‘‘ہ َو ال ِذی خلقك ْم ف ِمنك ْم کا ِف ٌر َّو ِمنكم مؤ ِم ٌن ۔

“He is the One Who created you, then some of you are
disbelievers, and some of you are believers.”
“Allah bestowed man with the purest and best nature, and man’s
duty is to preserve the pattern on which Allah has made him. By
making his vicegerent, Allah exalted him in posse even higher than
the angels, for the angels had to make obeisance to him. But man’s
positions as vicegerent also gives him will and discretion and if he
uses them wrongly he falls even lower than the beasts.”14
Quran divides and discriminates the humans on the bases of this difference
and makes us understand that people having different/opposite faith can
never be equal or uniform. It mentions:
15

َ ً َ َ َ َ َ ً ْ ُ َ َ َََ
َ َ
’’َاسقا ؕ ل َی ْست ٗون
ِ ‘‘افمن کان َمؤ ِمنا کمن کان ف

“So, can one who is a believer become like one who is a sinner?
They cannot become equal.”
At same other occasion, the Holy Quran gives the same idea:

َُ
َ
َّ
َ َ َ ََ
ْ ان َمیَ ًتا َف ََا ْح ََییَ َٰن َُہ َ َو َج َع ْل َنا َل َٗہ ُن َو ًرا ََّی
اس ک َمنَ َّمِل َٗہ ِفی
الن
ی
ف
َ
ہ
ب
ی
َ
ش
م
‘‘ َاو منَ ک
ٖ
ِ
ِ
ِ
ِ
ُ
ْ
َ
َ
َ
ٰ
ٰ
َ
ُ
َ س بخارج م ْن ََہا ۔ ک َذل
16
َ َ ُٰ
’’ن
َ ک ُزَِی َن ِلل َک ِف ِریَ َن َما کان َوا ََی ْع َمل َو
ِ
ِ ٍ ِ ِ َالظل َم ِت لی

“Is it (Conceivable) that the one who was dead and to whom We
gave life, and set for him a light with which he walks among
men, (is held to) be like the one whose condition is such that he is
in total darkness, never coming out of it? This is how their deeds
appear beautified to the disbelievers”
17
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In short, both types of people can never be equal. Then who is preferred
and liked by Allah Almighty? Quran announces this decision very clearly:

َ َ
َ
ُ
ْ
َ
ْ
’’ ‘‘ َول َع ْب ٌد مؤ ِم ٌن خۡ ٌر ِمن مش ِر ٍك َّو ل ْو ا ْع َج َبك ْم

17

“A Muslim slave is better than a polytheist, even though he may
attract you.”
For further clarification of the Islamic concept of human discrimination,

ْ

َْْ

َ َ

see the following verse:’’‘‘ َو َما ی ْست ِوی الع ٰمی َوال َب ِصۡ ُ َر

18

“The blind and the sighted are not equal.”
In Tafseer Mazhari, Qazi Sanaullah Panipatti comments on this verse and
says
that the word ‘A’ma’ (اعمٰ ی/blind) refers to that unwise, fool and
superficial person, who does not use his intellect, nor he ponders.
On the other hand the word ‘baseer’/  بصيرdoes not mean a
person having eyesight only, but it denotes a person having depth
and insight, who understands the reality, philosophy and
requirements of worship and knows well, who deserves to be
worshipped, and who is the actual doer.” 19
“Amin Ahsan Islahi also gives nearly the same explanation and says that:
‘A’ma’ refers to a person who is blind by heart and mind while
‘Baseer’ means a person, who has depth and insight besides
eyesight”20
While it is reality that being justice, generous and merciful, Allah has
provided all the humans with the resources to observe and identify the
reality. Quran says:

َ َ
َ َ ۡۤ
ْ َ َ َ ْ َ ْ َ َ ْ ُ َّ
َ ‘‘ َق ْد َجا َء ُكم َب
ص َر ف ِلنف ِس ٖہ َو َم ْن َع ِم َی ف َعلی َہا َو َما انا
صا ِئ ُر ِمن رِبكم فمن اب
ُ َ
21
’’ظ
َ ٍ َعلیكم ِب َح ِفی

“(Say, O Prophet) There have come to you insights form your
Lord. Now, whoever uses his sight does so for his own self, and
whoever remains blind does so against his own self. I do not
stand guard over you “
Obviously when all the children of Adam do not use the available
resources in pursuit of the ultimate reality and they are not similar
18
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regarding their faith and deeds, so their result will be certainly different
from one another. A person who ponders and uses his intellect in right
direction is far better than thousands of laymen. Abdullah bin Abbas (R.A)
a companion of the holy prophet  ﷺnarrates
That a single ‘faqih’ (jurist) is harder against satan than one
thousand worshipers.22
It means that for satan it is easy to cheat a thousands of (non scholars)
worshippers, but difficult to deceive that scholar, who understands the
whole religion. This denotes that all the human beings will not be equal,
so their protocol and treatment towards such people will also be different.
Hazrat Ayesha (R.A) narrates
that the Holy Prophet  ﷺhad ordered them to treat the people
according to their status.23
Similarly in the Day of Judgment result of the people will also be
different, on the bases of differences in their faith, beliefs and actions. The
Holy Quran mentions this fact in the following verse:

ُ َ َ ُ َ ٰ َ َّ ُ َ ْ َ ْ َ
َ َ
ْ ُ ْ َ ٰ ّٰ
َ
َْ ْ
 ا ْم ن ْج َع ُل. ض
ِ ‘‘ام نجعل ال ِذین امنوا و ع ِملوا الص ِلح ِت کاْلف ِس ِدین ِفی الر
ُ ْ َ َ َّ ُ ْ
24
’’ار
َِ اْلت ِقۡن کالف َّج

“Shall we make those who believe and do righteous deeds equal
to those who commit mischief on the earth? Or shall we make the
God-fearing equal to the sinners?”
Certainly they will never be mixed up. The following verse of the holy

ْ ُْ

َ

َ

ْ

ُ َ

Quran further clarifies this point: ’’ن
َ ‘‘ َو ْامتازوا ال َی ْو َم ای َہا اْلج ِر ُمو
25

“And (it will be said to the infidels,) “Get apart (from the
believers) today O the guilty ones”
Another verse refers to the difference in result:
26

َ َّ ْ
َ
’’‘‘ف ِری ٌق ِفی ال َجن ِۃ َو ف ِری ٌق ِفی ال َّس ِعۡ َِر

“One group of people will be in Paradise, and another group in
blazing Fire.”
Now which group will be intered to paradise, and which one into the fire
of hell? Quran guides us in this regard in the following verse:
27

َ
َ َ َْ
ُْ
’’ َو ِا َّن الف َّج َار ل ِفی َج ِحی ٍ َم. ‘ ِا َّن ال ْب َر َار ل ِفی ن ِعی ٍم
19
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“Surely the righteous will be in bliss and the sinners in Hell”
“If man rebels against Allah, and follows after evil, he will be
abased to the lowest possible position. Those who use their
faculties aright and follows Allah’s law will reach the high and
noble destiny intended for them.”28
Another verse also gives similar information:

ُ ًا
ََ
َ ُ
َ ْ ُ ّٰ
ُ َ
ّٰ ‘‘ َا َّما َّالذی َن ٰا َم ُنوا َو َعم ُلوا
الص ِل ٰح ِت فل ُہ ْم َجنت اْلا ٰویَ۔ ن ُزل ِب َما کانوا َی ْع َملون ۔ َو
ِ
ِ
َ
َ
ۡۤ
َ
َ
ۡۤ
ُ
ۡۤ
َّ
َّ َ
ُ ُ َّ ُ ُ ٰ َ
ْ
ُ
ار۔كل َما ا َر ُادوا ان َّیخ ُر ُجوا ِم ْن َہا ا ِعی ُدوا ِفی َہا َو ِقی َل
َ ا َّما ال ِذی َن ف َسقوا فماوىہم الن
َّ َّ َ َ َ ُ ُ ْ ُ َ
ُ ُ
29 َ ُ َ ُ
’ن
َ اب الن ِار ال ِذی كنتم ِب ٖہ تک ِذبو
لہم ذوقوا عذ

“As for those who believe and do righteous deeds, for them there
are gardens to dwell, as an honorable hospitality for what they
used to do. And the ones who disobeyed, their abode is the Fire.
Whenever they wish to come out from it, they will be turned back
into it, and it will be said to them, “taste the punishments of fire
that you used to deny.”
Regarding the different protocols of the two opposite groups in the
hereafter, Quran delineates in some other verse it says about the blessed
ones:

َ ۡۤ
َّ
َ َّ
ْ ُ
َّ ْ َ
‘‘ َو ِسی َق ال ِذی َن اتق ْوا َرَّب ُہ ْم ِالی ال َجن ِۃ ُز َم ًرا َح ّٰتی ِاذا َجا ُءو َہا َو ف ِت َحت
ُُ َ ُ
ُ َ ٰ
َ َ َ َ َ َ َُ َ َْ
ٰ
30 َ
’’ن
َ ال ل ُہ ْم خ َزن ُت َہا َسل ٌم َعلیك ْم ِط ْبت ْم ف ْادخلو َہا خ ِل ِدی
ابوابہا و ق

“And those who used to fear their Lord will be led towards
Jannah (Paradise) in groups, until when they reach it, while its
gates will be (already) opened (for them), and its keepers will say
to them, “salamun-‘a laikum (peace be on you). How good are
you! So, enter it to live here forever.”
And refers to the dwellers of Jahannam in the following verse:
َ َ ۡۤ َ َ َ َ َ َ َ ُ َ ْ َ ْ َ ُ َ ُ َ َ ّٰۡۤ َ ً َ ُ َ َّ َ َ ٰ ۡۤ ُ َ َ َ َّ َ َ
ال ل ُہ ْم خ َزن ُت َہ َاال ْم
”و ِسیق ال ِذین کفروا َِالی جہنم زمراحتی ِاذا جاءوہا ف ِتحت ابواب َہا و ق

ٰ ٰ ُ َ َ ُ
ٰ ُ َ َ ُْ ُ
ُ
ُ
َ َُ
َیا ِتك ْم ُر ُس ٌل ِمنك ْم َیتلون َعلیك ْم ا ٰی ِت َرِبك ْم َو ُین ِذ ُرون َك ْم ِلقا َء َی ْو ِمك ْم ٰہذاقالوا َبلی َول ِک ْن
ْ َ ْ َ َ َ ٰ َ َّ َ َ َ َ ْ َ ۡۤ ُ ُ ْ َ َ ٰ ْ َ َ
َ َ ْ ُ َ َ ْ َّ َ
س َمِ َوی
 ِقیل ادخلوا ابواب جہنم خ ِل ِدین ِفیہا ۚ ف ِبئ.ن
َ اب علی الک ِف ِری
ِ حقت ک ِلمۃ العذ
َ َُْ
“31ن
َ َ اْلتک ِب ِری
20
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“Those who disbelieved will be driven towards Jahannam in
groups, until when they reach it, its gates will be opened, and its
keepers will say to them, “Did messengers from among you not
come to you reciting to you the verses of your Lord, and warning
you about the meeting of this day of yours?” They will say, “Yes
(they did), but the word of punishment had become certain
against those who disbelieved.” It will be said, “Enter the gates of
Jahannam to live in it forever.” So, how evil is the dwellingplace of the arrogant!”
In short, all the humans are equal regarding their origin and creation. All
have the same creator and master. All have been created from the same
parants and in the same way. The fields of strengthening faith, making
good deeds and achieving piety are equally open for all. After making
proper arrangement of guidance and directions, Allah has invited all to the
eternal dwelling of peace (paradise). Allah says in the Holy Quran:
32

َ
ُ َ
َّ ‘‘ ِا َّنا َہ َدی ٰن ُہ
’’الس ِبی َل ِا َّما ش ِاک ًرا َّو ِا َّما کفو ًرا

“We have shown him the way to be either grateful or ungrateful”
So if the human opts for the right track he can be really termed as ‘the best
of moulds’ ( )احسن تقویمbut if unfortunately he falls astray and wastes his
potentials on a wrong track, then his ultimate and eternal dwelling will be
‘the lowest of the low’ ()اسفل سافلین
Being practically thankful to Allah almighty, if he invests his health and
wealth on the real target, he may cross the angels. As the Arsh (deck)
waved and moved at the death of Hazrat Saad bin Maaz (a close
companion of the holy prophet SAW). On the other hand he may leave the
animals far behind by misusing the capabilities in destructive activities.
Allah says in the Holy Quran.

َ َ
ْ َ
َ َّ َ َ َ ْ َ َ
َ َ ْ َّ ُ ُ َ
س۔ل ُہ ْم قلو ٌب ل َیفق ُہون ِب َہا ۫ َول ُہ ْم ا ْع ُۡ ٌن
َ ِ الن
ِ ‘‘ َولقد ذ َرانا ِلج َہن َم ک ِِۡ ًرا ِمن ال ِج ِن َو
ٰ ُ َ َ
ْ َ َ َ ٰ ُ َ َ ُ َ ْ َ َّ ٌ َ ٰ ْ ُ َ َ َ َ ُ ْ ُ َّ
َ َ ک کالن َع ِام َب ْل ُہ ْم اضل اول ِئ
ک
ل یب ِصرون ِبہا ۫ ولہم اذان ل یسمعون ِبہا اول ِئ
33 َ ُ ٰ ْ ُ ُ
’’ن
َ َھم الغ ِفلو

“Surely we have created for Hell a lot of people from among Jinn
and mankind. They have hearts wherewith they do not
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understand, eyes wherewith they do not see, and ears wherewith
they do not hear. They are like cattle. Rather, they are much more
astray. They are the headless.
As Abu Lahab, ( a staunch opponent of the Holy Prophet  )))ﷺwhose
real sons avoid to come close to him at his death, for his burial.
One will enjoy greetings of Allah almighty, as mentioned in Quran:

ً َ
ٰ
’‘‘ َسل ٌم ۔ ق ْول ِمن َّر ٍب َّر ِحی ٍ َم

34

“Salam” (Peace upon you) is the word (they receive) from
Merciful Lord.
While to other Allah will not even talk with mercy Quran says:

ُٔ ْ َ َ
َُ َ
’’َال اخ َسـوا ِفی َہا َو ل تک ِل ُمو ِن
‘‘ق

35

“He (Allah) will say, “Stay in it, humiliated, and do not speak to
me. “
From all the above mentioned Quranic verses and argumentative details, it
is clear that every individual deserves to enjoy equal respect and sanctity
and be looked upon equitably and in high esteem and be provided with
equal opportunity to get eternal success. But in taking advantage of the
equal opportunity all the humans are divided. Some of them believe in the
heavenly teachings and act accordingly, while some others challenge and
even deny the very authenticity of these spiritual teachings. Hence the
children of Adam move in the opposite directions regarding their faith,
thoughts, ideas and actions. Ultimately both the groups reach their logical
end and final destination of eternal success or failure.
When their real creator, master and sustainer treats them differently, as per
their faith and deeds, so how can we (the week humans) put them in the
same category. We will certainly discriminate between the two opposite
groups.
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